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. . . if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and 

turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal 

their land. (2 Chron 7:14) 

that political, economic, and social turmoil are on the rise both in 

America and around the world. During a recent secular podcast, the host asked the guest 

(who hosted his own history podcast), “What are we more likely to see—a civil war in 

America or World War III?” The guest stated that there were too many variables involved 

to answer the question, but I found it noteworthy that he didn’t deny that either was a distinct 

possibility. The words of Isaiah fit our generation like a glove: 

Woe to those who call evil good  

and good evil,  

who put darkness for light  

and light for darkness,  

who put bitter for sweet  

and sweet for bitter! (Isaiah 5:20 ESV) 

In light of the state of the world, I think that Daniel’s prayer for his people and his nation is an 

excellent template that we can use to pray for our people, nation, and world. Note how Daniel 

includes himself by using “we” instead of “they.” Could the world’s increasing ungodliness be due to 

the Church failing to shine the light because it has compromised itself with the world? Has the 

Church become compromised because I, as a member, have compromised myself with the world?  As 

you read Daniel’s prayer, substitute “Judah, Israel, Jerusalem, etc.” with “my heart, my church, my 

government, my nation, my world” as the Spirit leads you. 

3 Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer and pleas for mercy with fasting and 

sackcloth and ashes. 4 I prayed to the LORD my God and made confession, saying, “O Lord, the great and 

awesome God, who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his 

commandments, 5 we have sinned and done wrong and acted wickedly and rebelled, turning aside from 

your commandments and rules. 6 We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in 

your name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 7 To you, O Lord, 

belongs righteousness, but to us open shame, as at this day, to the men of Judah, to the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem, and to all Israel, those who are near and those who are far away, in all the lands to which you 
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have driven them, because of the treachery that they have committed against you. 8 To us, O LORD, 

belongs open shame, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against 

you. 9 To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against him 10 and have 

not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God by walking in his laws, which he set before us by his servants 

the prophets. 11 All Israel has transgressed your law and turned aside, refusing to obey your voice. And 

the curse and oath that are written in the Law of Moses the servant of God have been poured out upon 

us, because we have sinned against him. 12 He has confirmed his words, which he spoke against us and 

against our rulers who ruled us, by bringing upon us a great calamity. For under the whole heaven there 

has not been done anything like what has been done against Jerusalem. 13 As it is written in the Law of 

Moses, all this calamity has come upon us; yet we have not entreated the favor of the LORD our God, 

turning from our iniquities and gaining insight by your truth. 14 Therefore the LORD has kept ready the 

calamity and has brought it upon us, for the LORD our God is righteous in all the works that he has done, 

and we have not obeyed his voice. 15 And now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out of the 

land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and have made a name for yourself, as at this day, we have sinned, we 

have done wickedly.  

16 “O Lord, according to all your righteous acts, let your anger and your wrath turn away from your city 

Jerusalem, your holy hill, because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and your 

people have become a byword among all who are around us. 17 Now therefore, O our God, listen to the 

prayer of your servant and to his pleas for mercy, and for your own sake, O Lord, make your face to 

shine upon your sanctuary, which is desolate. 18 O my God, incline your ear and hear. Open your eyes 

and see our desolations, and the city that is called by your name. For we do not present our pleas before 

you because of our righteousness, but because of your great mercy. 19 O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive. O 

Lord, pay attention and act. Delay not, for your own sake, O my God, because your city and your people 

are called by your name.” (Dan 9:3-19) 


