








Life in the Kingdom

Christian Living in the Consummate Kingdom'’s

continuous Age
by Tony Denton

N 2011, BRiAN MARTIN asked if I would provide an ar-
Iticle for the “Perspectives” column on the topic of how

the core preterist view of biblical end-times should
affect our daily Christian walk. Since that is a pretty ge-
neric and broad topic, and I was limited on space, I chose
to focus on one specific aspect of our lives following the
consummation of all things. (Since that article sets the
stage so well for this article, you may wish to read it be-
fore continuing. The article is available online at Fulfilled-
CG.com/Site/images/Issues/2011_Summer/Fulfilled-
Summer.2011-small.pdf.)

In my previous article I mentioned the terms “light” and
“walk” (this latter term referring of course to our conduct
in life). When it comes to our current topic, I know of
no better concordance search terms for finding teachings
related to Christian life in the age of “all things fulfilled”
(something we fulfilled prophecy believers are asked for
quite often). I am certain that if you were to check a con-
cordance for the terms “light” and “walk,” one of the main
passages that normally comes to mind (Rom 13:11-14)
would be right there at the top—and rightfully so, for
Paul wrote to the first-century saints just prior to accom-
plished soteriological-eschatology:

“Knowing the appointed time, it is already [i.e. past] the
hour for you to be awake from sleep. [Why?] Because our
salvation is now nearer than when we [first] believed.
The night is far spent, and the day has drawn near. We
should put off therefore the deeds of the darkness, and we
should put on the weapons of the light. As [though living]
in the day, we should walk well-behaved: not [involved]
in revelries and drunken bouts, not [involved] in acts of
licentiousness and lewdness, not [involved] in strife and
envy. Rather put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not be
making provisions for the lusts of the flesh.” (Westcott
and Hort Interlinear; brackets added)

Wow! What a passage, chock full of sermon material!
Note the three main contrasts: asleep vs. awake; dark vs.
light; and night vs. day, and the preeminent topic of “the
day” And what was “the day” Paul had in mind? “The
day” is a reference to “the appointed time” or the “hour” of
their “salvation” (v. 11). And what did Paul mean by “sal-
vation”? Well, the answer seems pretty obvious, because
Paul was encouraging them to live “as in the day,” or as
though they had already attained to that age of salvation.
Since Paul correlated holy living with that age of salva-
tion, this was a salvation of/in/to the genuine, perfect,
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everlasting righteousness prophesied in Daniel 9:24 and
2 Peter 3:13. This is the righteousness of Jesus that was
credited to His people (cf. Rom 4:24 & Gal 5:5) at His
return from the true most holy place, into which He had
gone to fulfill His high priestly duties, thereby completing
salvation (Heb. 9:28) and thus the purified, consummate
kingdom-temple in which our holy God resides. So . . .

With the fulfilled kingdom being a purified place (or
state) of residence, Paul could (and did) therefore juxta-
pose that (eternal) “day” or age of the kingdom—in which
its people would (and do) walk in the light—against the
preceding (temporal) age of the kingdom when people
walked in darkness. The implication seems clear: Since we
now live in the consummate kingdom age (which Paul,
in Romans 13, claimed was then upon our first-century
brethren), then it is obviously presumed that we today
who have been credited with the righteousness of Christ
are walking “in Him” as He Himself walked, and should
therefore walk “well-behaved: not [involved] in revelries
and drunken bouts, not [involved] in acts of licentiousness
and lewdness, not [involved] in strife and envy,” and so on.

In our continuing attempt to discover what God was
(and is) expecting of those who claim to be His and in His
kingdom today, a further search of New Testament pas-
sages with the terms “light” and “walk” would likely reveal
another passage by the same apostle, namely Ephesians
5:2-14 (found in the greater context of 4:17 - 5:21). Note
that just as Paul talked about “love” immediately prior to
the Romans passage considered above, he did the same
here in Ephesians 5:2-14: “Walk in love as Christ has loved
us ... True, we don't see the word “light” until verse 8,
but we do see the word “walk” immediately here (as well
as six other times in this epistle), and it is directly con-
nected to the greatest word of all—“love.” In fact, I firmly
believe the term “love,” along with “light” and “walk,” con-
stitutes the top three search terms for teachings regarding
life in the consummate kingdom. God is light, and God
is love; so if we are in (fellowship with) Him, then we,
citizens of His kingdom, are (to be) walking in light and
love. Though in this age kingdom living may no longer be
about ceremonialism and ritualistic forms of individual
or corporate worship, it is still all about our treatment of
others, and living a virtuous life out of gratefulness to our
Savior-God who, through His Son, made us truly righ-
teous in His sight, thereby restoring our relationship to
our Creator.
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Paul also wrote in Ephesians of completed salvation being in his readers’ near future, most notably in 1:13-14: “Hav-
ing believed in Him, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the pledge of our inheritance until the redemp-
tion of the purchased possession” In 2:22 and 4:15-16 (all in the present tense for the original readers), Paul wrote of
their being built up into the Lord’s residence, for (as Paul wrote in 5:23ff) they were in the process of being purified for
(to be) God’s dwelling. This would occur only after they, as His temple (2:21), were anointed as His most holy place (cf.
Dan 9:24) once the old temple, with its temporal most holy place, was demolished for all time in AD 70. So, after writ-
ing to the Ephesians about being and acting like children who walk in love toward one another (5:2-7), Paul also wrote
to them about being and acting like children of the light instead of the darkness, and being awake instead of asleep
(5:8-14). And just as Paul admonished the Romans to turn from a life of indulgence (cf. Rom 13:14) in the context of
the “appointed time” that was upon them, so he admonishes the Ephesians to live in such a manner as to redeem the
short time they had left (5:15-18; cf. 1 Cor. 7:29 & Rom. 9:28). So . ..

I want to encourage all who read this brief article to consider it only a springboard for getting you started in a more
comprehensive study of this topic. Please feel free to share with me any other passages you find relevant (because there
actually are quite a few more passages than those touched on here) and/or conclusions you make in the process. I also
encourage you to finish off this article by reading, if not all of Ephesians, at least 4:17 - 5:21, from this light-love-walk
perspective of life after all things fulfilled.

Eschatology is the study of last things, specifically
the last events of the time of the end of the age about
which so much is spoken and written in the Bible,

from Genesis through Revelation. Then theres the
PAR(%)[I}%'IEIEESNS’IAGES associated topic of soteriology, the study of every-

thing related to the biblical doctrine of salvation.
Second-Coming Scripture Studies These themes are so interwoven with the parousia
(the Greek word most often translated “coming” in
relation to the “presence”—its actual meaning—of
the Messiah at and following His return) that they
cannot be divorced from each other without doing
an injustice to both of them, a reality that’s fully es-
tablished in The Epistle to the Hebrews. Although
this volume is a conglomeration of New Testament
passage studies that may appear to concern only
matters of eschatology, I assure you that matters
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of soteriology are a very integral part of them; this
means that, even if you aren't of the opinion that the
topic of biblical eschatology is of enough import to
spend your time reading a work like this, well, I be-
lieve this work will change your mind about that!
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Preterism . .. it's about time!

Its about the time Jesus told His disciples that He would return—this(His) generation!
Its about the time the New Testament authors told their readers Jesus would return—
soon, neat, at hand, shortly!

Its about time for a scriptural explanation other than delay!

Its about time for a “last days” view that doesn’t conjure up gaps and parenthetical ages!

Preterism

..maybe its about time you looked into it’



