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fulfillment. He did not say fulfillment was at hand, or 
even hastening, when Isaiah wrote! 

Historical Errors or Oversights
The objector overlooks, or ignores several his-

torical realities behind some of the texts offered. He 
claims that Isaiah 13 predicted the fall of Babylon as 
near, when it was actually 200 years away. He like-
wise claims that Isaiah 21 foretold the destruction of 
Babylon as coming soon, when it was hundreds of 
years away. 

Response:
First, Isaiah 21 does not say Babylon’s destruction 

was at hand. The language is proleptic, a prophetic 
idiom which speaks of future events as if they were 
past because they were so certain to occur. This is far 
different from saying those events were near. 

Second, the objector ignores the fact that Babylon, 
in Isaiah’s not distant future, was destroyed under 
Sennacherib when he came against Merodach Bala-
don in 703-701 BC. 

Third, even dispensational 
authors Walvoord and Zook 
admitted that Isaiah 13 spoke 
of an event that was objec-
tively near:

“Notice that in Isaiah’s day 
that judgment was coming 
because of the tremendous 
political turmoil of the next 
several decades that would 
culminate with the fall of 
Babylon at the hands of 
the Assyrians in 689 BC. . 
. . the statements about the 
heavenly bodies no lon-
ger functioning may figu-
ratively describe the total 
turnaround of the political 
structure of the Near East. 
The same would be true of 
the heavens trembling and 
the earth shaking, v. 13, fig-
ures of speech suggesting 
all-encompassing destruc-
tion.” (Walvoord and Zuck, 
Bible Knowledge Commen-
tary Vol. I, Wheaton, Ill, 
Victor Books, 1985, 1060)
“The word ‘them’ against 
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whom the Medes were stirred up (v. 17) were the Assyr-
ians referred to in v. 14-16, not the Babylonians. It seems 
better to understand this section as dealing with events 
pertaining to the Assyrian’s sack of Babylon in December 
689 BC.” (ibid, 1059f)
Space forbids further examination of each of the other 

texts offered by the objector. What we want to do now is 
present some other facts that the objector conveniently 
overlooked or ignored. 

•	 We have numerous examples in the Old Testament 
in which man tried to say that God’s time statements 
meant nothing, objectively speaking, yet God con-
demned them for doing so (see Ezek 12:21ff for just 
one example of many)! God said Jerusalem’s end at the 
hands of Babylon was near, at hand, coming soon. The 
Judeans said the end was not near, for which God con-
demned them (see my Can God Tell Time? for addi-
tional examples). 

•	 Jesus stated that the Old Testament prophets had fore-
told events of His day, and those things were in fact 
being fulfilled in His day (Matt 13:17f). Now, if Jesus 
stated the Old Testament prophets foretold His day, 
then any attempt to negate the imminence of the New 
Testament language is specious, unless we are willing to 
discredit the authority of Jesus Himself.

•	 In Luke 21:8, Jesus warned of those who would say “the 
end has drawn near” prematurely. Now, if the objec-
tor is correct, Jesus could not condemn premature pro-

nouncements because, after all, time 
means nothing. Furthermore, Jesus’ 
own disciples declared, “the end of 
all things has drawn near” (1 Pet 
4:17; cf 1 Cor 10:11; 1 John 2:18), 
meaning, per the objector, they 
were clearly premature, for the end 
has not yet come some 2000 years 
later. Thus, Jesus’ own disciples be-
came some of the very false teachers 
Jesus warned them about! 
•	 Joel prophesied the last 
days, describing events that would 
lead up to and signify The Day of 
The Lord. On the Day of Pentecost, 
Peter said that the events of Joel’s 
prophecy were present, “This is that 
which was spoken by the prophet 
Joel” (Act 2:16). Nothing could be 
more clear-cut, or undeniable. 
•	 Peter also said emphati-
cally that when the Old Testament 
prophets foretold the eschatological 
consummation, they had foretold 
“these days,” i.e., the days of Peter’s 
first-century generation (Acts 3:19-
24). 
•	 Peter said the Old Testament 
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prophets did not know the time or the manner of the 
parousia, but that those things were being revealed to 
the first-century apostles and “the end of all things has 
drawn near” (1 Pet 1:9-11; 4:7). So, while the objec-
tor states the Old Testament prophets said the con-
summation was near, but their time statements meant 
nothing, Peter flatly contradicts this. Peter wrote that 
the Old Testament prophets didn’t know when the 
end was, while the first-century apostles knew the end 
was for their day!

•	 Jesus said the Father knew the appointed “day and the 
hour” of His parousia (Matt 24:36). He also said the 
Father would send the Spirit to reveal “things to come” 
to the disciples (John 17:6-13). It was the Father who 
revealed to the churches of Asia, “these things must 
shortly come to pass” and “The [divinely appointed] 
time is at hand” (Rev 1:1-3). Now, since it was the Fa-
ther, who knew “the day and the hour” of Christ’s com-
ing, and, since the Father revealed that the time had 
arrived, then any and all objections to the objective 
imminence of the parousia when John and the New 
Testament writers wrote are falsified and overcome.

A final note: Is it not ironic that the objector speaks of 
“distant” events, and events far off, as objectively express-
ing long periods of time, but, he refuses to honor the “at 
hand” nature of the language? In other words, hundreds 
of years are truly a long time. But, we can distort “at hand” 
and “quickly” into . . . well, into a long time?

The indisputable fact is that God can tell time, and God 
has always communicated truthfully about time. He con-
demned men for “elasticizing” and stretching His time 
statements of imminence into nothingness and protrac-
tion. While we have not been able to examine every single 
text offered by the objector, we have demonstrated the fol-
lowing:
•	 The objector ignored the wording and context of the 

offered texts 
•	 The texts, properly understood, actually confirm the 

objective imminence of the language
•	 The objector ignored historical facts which confirm 

the language of imminence
•	 Jesus and the New Testament writers explicitly stated 

that the time foretold by the Old Testament proph-
ets—the last days—was present in the first-century 
generation

•	 The Father, who knew “the day and the hour” of the 
parousia, and who had promised to reveal those 
things through the Spirit, caused all of the New Tes-
tament writers to teach an imminent parousia; “in a 
very, very little while, the one who is coming will come 
and will not delay” (Heb 10:37)

It is simply wrong, therefore, to deny the objective im-
minence of the language found in both the Old and New 
Testaments. When Old Testament writers spoke of things 
that were at hand they were doing one of two things:
1.	 They were projecting imminence. They spoke of a 

time many generations and a long time removed from 
their day, but said that when that time arrived, the 
consummation would be near (cf. Joel 2:28; 3:1; note 
that Joel speaks of events for the last days, and writes 
“in those days and at that time” (3:1). He thus projects 
himself into the last days, and then writes “The Day of 
the Lord is near” (3:14). The day was not near in Joel’s 
lifetime, but rather “in those days, and at that time,” 
i.e., when the last days arrived the day would be near. 
And this is what we find in the New Testament—the 
predicted time had arrived (Acts 2:15f) and the day 
was at hand (James 5:6-9).

2.	 When the Old Testament prophets predicted events 
to be fulfilled soon, in their day, in their generation, 
those things were fulfilled shortly, just as the language 
demanded.

The objector has therefore failed to exercise proper ex-
egesis and correct hermeneutic. He has failed to honor 
the actual words of the text, and engaged in eisegesis. The 
Objection is Overruled! V
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Objection Overruled!
The Judgment of Babylon
		  by Brian L. Martin

Objection Overruled!

In our previous two articles we have examined the biblical use of apocalyptic language—that earth-shaking/
heaven-rending metaphoric language the biblical prophets used to describe God coming in judgment and 
deliverance. We saw that when this language is used in the Old Testament it is not interpreted in a woodenly literal 
manner. For example, this earth-shaking/heaven-rending language in Isaiah 13 is simply a metaphoric description 
of God judging Babylon.

If the apocalyptic language associated with judgment in the Old Testament was never meant to be interpreted 
in a literal manner, Jesus should have told His listeners (and the author of Revelation his readers) that this same 
apocalyptic language was to now be taken in a literal sense. Consider the Babylon judgment passage from Isaiah, 
and how closely the language parallels that of Revelation, in the table on the following pages:

Apocalyptic language in judgmentPreterism 101

Isaiah 13

4 The noise of a multitude in the mountains,
Like that of many people!
A tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of nations gath-
ered together!
The LORD of hosts musters
The army for battle.
5 They come from a far country,
From the end of heaven– 
The LORD and His weapons of indignation,
To destroy the whole land.
6 Wail, for the day of the LORD is at hand!
It will come as destruction from the Almighty. 
7 Therefore all hands will be limp,
Every man’s heart will melt,
8 And they will be afraid. 
Pangs and sorrows will take hold of them; 
They will be in pain as a woman in childbirth;
They will be amazed at one another;
Their faces will be like flames. 

9 Behold, the day of the LORD comes,
Cruel, with both wrath and fierce anger,
To lay the land desolate; 
And He will destroy its sinners from it.

Revelation

16:14 For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, 
which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole 
world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of 
God Almighty.

19:19 And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and 
their armies, gathered together to make war against 
Him who sat on the horse and against His army.

6:15-17 And the kings of the earth, the great men, the 
rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every 
slave and every free man, hid themselves in the caves 
and in the rocks of the mountains, and said to the 
mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the 
face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath 
of the Lamb! For the great day of His wrath has come, 
and who is able to stand?”
9:6 In those days men will seek death and will not find 
it; they will desire to die, and death will flee from them.
11:18 The nations were angry, and Your wrath has 
come,
And the time of the dead, that they should be judged,
And that You should reward Your servants the proph-
ets and the saints,
And those who fear Your name, small and great,
And should destroy those who destroy the earth.
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10 For the stars of heaven and their constellations
Will not give their light;
The sun will be darkened in its going forth,
And the moon will not cause its light to shine.

13 Therefore I will shake the heavens,
And the earth will move out of her place,
In the wrath of the LORD of hosts
And in the day of His fierce anger.
15 Everyone who is found will be thrust through,
And everyone who is captured will fall by the 
sword.	
19 And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms,
The beauty of the Chaldeans’ pride,
Will be as when God overthrew Sodom and Go-
morrah.
20 It will never be inhabited,
Nor will it be settled from generation to generation; 
Nor will the Arabian pitch tents there,
Nor will the shepherds make their sheepfolds there.
21 But wild beasts of the desert will lie there,
And their houses will be full of owls;
Ostriches will dwell there, 
And wild goats will caper there.
22 The hyenas will howl in their citadels,
And jackals in their pleasant palaces.
Her time is near to come,
And her days will not be prolonged.

fulfilledcg.org

6:12-13 I looked when He opened the sixth seal, 
and behold, there was a great earthquake; and the 
sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon 
became like blood. And the stars of heaven fell to the 
earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken 
by a mighty wind.
8:12 Then the fourth angel sounded: And a third of 
the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and a third 
of the stars, so that a third of them were darkened. A 
third of the day did not shine, and likewise the night.
6:14 Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled 
up, and every mountain and island was moved out of 
its place.

19:21 And the rest were killed with the sword which 
proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the 
horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh.
18:21-22 Then a mighty angel took up a stone like 
a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, 
“Thus with violence the great city Babylon shall be 
thrown down, and shall not be found anymore.” 
18:8 Therefore her plagues will come in one day—
death and mourning and famine. And she will be 
utterly burned with fire, for strong is the Lord God 
who judges her.
18:2 And he cried mightily with a loud voice, saying, 
“Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and has become 
a dwelling place of demons, a prison for every foul 
spirit, and a cage for every unclean and hated bird!”
18:9-10 The kings of the earth who committed forni-
cation and lived luxuriously with her will weep and 
lament for her, when they see the smoke of her burn-
ing, standing at a distance for fear of her torment, 
saying, “Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty 
city! For in one hour your judgment has come.”

A comparison between God’s judgment of physical Babylon in Isaiah chapter 13 and His judgment of spiritual 
Babylon in Revelation reveal amazing similarities. With this in mind, is it so far-fetched to believe that the book 
of Revelation is nothing more than an extensive prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem, written in the estab-
lished style of Jewish apocalyptic language? (We will develop the premise that the Babylon of Revelation repre-
sented apostate Israel of the last days’ generation in future articles.) V
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Preterism . . . it’s about time!
It’s  about the time Jesus told His disciples that He would return—this(His) generation!
It’s  about the time the New Testament authors told their readers Jesus would return—
soon, near, at hand, shortly!
It’s  about time for a scriptural explanation other than delay!
It’s  about time for a “last days” view that doesn’t conjure up gaps and parenthetical ages!

...maybe it’s about time you looked into it!
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